
 

 

December 2016 

 
Dear Friend, 
 
Mid-June of 1950 I did my first Kayak trip with Wolf Bauer founder of the Washington Kayak Club in the 
early 1950’s. I had found my SOUL sport. In the 50’s, 60’s and early 1970’s you could go on Kayak trips 
almost anywhere on Puget Sound or the San Juans and camp on empty beaches. Then in the late 70’s 
cabins and NO TRESPASS/PRIVATE PROPERTY signs begun to close off favorite and even non-favorite 
beaches. The rapid loss of public access continued through the late 70’s and the 80’s. 
 
In 1989 the situation was so dire that Tom Deschner, myself and others established Washington Water 
Trails Association to try and preserve what was left of the previous widespread open access. With the 
support of paddlers over the last 25 years, the organization is miraculously still alive and the Cascadia 
Marine Trail has grown from an initial 12 sites to 66. 
 
But today whenever you drive and are trapped in traffic and look around our area, multiple construction 
cranes are busily working on numerous multi-story buildings to house the business and workers flooding 
into the booming Puget Sound area this tells you that another assault on our access to the magnificence 
of Puget Sound and the San Juans is being assembled. 
 
The existence and efforts of WWTA over the last 25 years have fairly well preserved our access to that 
wonderland, but the next 25 years will produce forces for change that will require a great effort on the 
part of WWTA that will help shape the emerging patterns. 
 
At 93 I will only see a few more years of that future. YOUR SUPPORT OF WWTA NOW means it will be here 
when the coming decisions are being made. DONATE NOW!! 
 
Good future and success, FARE WELL! 
 
TOM STEINBURN 

 
 
 
WWTA now advocates, educates, and stewards public water access from Pend Oreille to Point Robinson, the 
Snake to Skamokawa, and wherever communities invite the organization. Please mail the enclosed return 
card with a generous tax-deductible gift or donate securely right now at https://www.wwta.org/afd 
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