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San Juan Islands

Location: 
North of the San Juan Islands, 
north of Sucia Island, and just east 
of the Canadian-U.S. border at the 
Gulf Islands.

Coordinates:
N 48° 47.091'   W 122° 57.847'

Charts:
NOAA chart 18431
SeaTrails chart WA 004

Patos Island Marine State Park* 
Patos Island State Park is a 207-acre marine park with 20,000 feet of saltwater 
shoreline.

Natural History: 
Archaeological sites indicate Native Americans used the island for thousands of years as a 
shellfish harvesting site. Europeans first discovered the island in the late 1700s. In the 1890s, 
a lighthouse was established at Alden Point and the existing lighthouse in 1918. Numerous 
buildings were constructed over the years but all have been razed except the lighthouse. The 
BLM intends to re-establish native flora.
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Anacortes

Regional Locator Map

San Juan Islands/Patos Island State Park

Number of Sites: Overflow Camping:
7, open to all visitors None

Water: Sanitation Facilities:
No potable water Composting toilets; and one vault toilet 

at Active Cove

Extras: Ownership:
One picnic site; no garbage service on 
Patos Island. Visitors must pack-out what 
they pack-in.

WA State Park

Fees: Fire Restrictions:
$12/night for up to 8 in site

Known Hazards: Special Considerations:
Active Cove has strong currents flowing 
through it and is exposed to strong 
westerly winds from the Georgia Strait.

The island is owned by the federal 
government and is administered by 
the Bureau of Land Management's 
Wenatchee Office. The Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Commission 
operates a small campground facility at 
Active Cove near the west side of the 
island, maintains a 1.5 mile loop trail, 
and has two offshore mooring buoys.

Patos Island Marine State Park

Day Use/Trailheads:	 nms
Coho Lodge................................... 5.2
North Beach Rd End...................... 4.8
Fisherman's Cove Marina............ 12.4

Adjacent Campsites:	 nms
Sucia Is........................................... 3.1
Pt Doughty.................................... 4.5
Matia Is.......................................... 5.9

Beach Approach:

Reservations: 

*Multi-Modal site, with no specific non-
motorized camping area or Cascadia Marine 
Trail agreement

Please Note: These maps are not intended for navigational purposes. 
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