
Washington Water Trails

The Importance of Water Trails 
Trails & Public Access Committee 
Actions:
Public Access:

•	 Visited 46 Cascadia Marine Trail sites and met with their respective 
land managers for annual WWTA CMT site reviews. During these on-
site visits, replaced 19 site marker stakes, put new trail decals on 17 
stakes, and cleaned 15 WWTA “Bulletin Boards” and replaced 27 old 
CMT & Site maps with new laminates.

•	 Worked with King County and Vashon E-Bike opening the new CMT 
site on Maury Island (Maury Island Marine Park).

•	 Worked with Washington State DNR on project to identify DNR 
shoreline properties that might be candidates for water recreation 
development.

•	 Worked with Moran Washington State Park, Orcas Island Land Own-
ers, and RCO to develop a Land Swap/Grant Request that would 
result in construction of a new Cascadia Marine Trail Site on the east 
side mainland of Orcas Island.

•	 Participated in Washington State Parks Boating Advisory Group and 
Paddling Safety Committee activities as WWTA’s representative.

•	 Worked with State Parks to develop a 5 Year Plan for new Cascadia 
Marine Trail sites at Fudge Point, McMicken Island MP, Bay View SP, 
Turn Island SP, Haley Property, and the re-establishment of the Salt-
water SP site or replacement with a Dash Point SP site.

•	 Worked with State Parks for agreement that Hiker/Biker camping sites 
at parks without specific CMT sites will also give priority to human 
power watercraft campers. 

•	 Concluded new Memorandum of Understanding with Washington 
State Parks on partnering on Water Trails.

Other :
•	 Attended the Northwest Paddlefest with a booth with information 

about the organization and water trails, board members taught 
classes. Andrée Hurley and Don Crook taught classes and worked as 
support staff.

•	 Karen Scharer attended the Return of the Salmon event with a booth 
with educational materials.

•	 Acted as a resource for other local organizations and agencies.
•	 We are implementing Salesforce, thanks to one of our board mem-

bers, Darryl Kirk. The goal is to have a system where members can 
look-up their status and renew online, as well as interact in other 
ways.

•	 Don Crook and Andrée Hurley took reporter Elizabeth Giordano on a 
kayaking trip to Hope Island, and accompanied her to the Meadow-
dale site for an education discussion with the ranger,  Doug Dailer. 
He gave us a very impressive presentation on the history of the site. 
He is an excellent steward, thank you Doug! Liz was assigned to 
research WWTA by the editors of the Everett Herald, and wrote a 
fabulous article.

Many thanks to Barbara and George Gronseth, 
of the Kayak Academy, 

for their continued support!

 President’s Note

Since I returned to WWTA a year and a half ago I have 
heard from many members, donors and stakeholders 
how important our mission is:

Through advocacy, education, and stewardship, Washing-
ton Water Trails Association protects and promotes public 
access to Washington waterways, shorelines, and marine 
trails for human-powered watercraft.

With our efforts, we want to inspire current and future 
generations to enjoy and take a greater role in protecting 
our water ways, and ensuring public access. 

Through bringing back events, it is clear that our mem-
bers appreciate meeting each other and continuing 
their education in areas that benefit them when utiliz-
ing the trails and trail sites. 
 

We also joined the #GivingTuesday, Give Big and re-
ceived a nice number of donations on top of our End of 
Year giving period. 
WWTA had a nice stable year in 2018. Don Crook and 
Michael Silence again spent much of their summer ei-
ther kayaking or driving to many of our sites checking 
on the signage and the campsite conditions. In the pro-
cess they connected with many of the land managers 
to keep our relationships in good standing. 

This year we have brought on Bill Brackin as our Mem-
bership Manager. He is working as an independent 
contractor and has done wonders so far. As a former 
board member, treasurer of the North Sound paddling 
club, and as a person familiar with databases, he has 
caught us up on our memberships and donations to 
date. 

					     Andrée Hurley 
President

Acting Executive Director

Don Crook has also been busy representing WWTA,  thank you 
Don! Here is his report!



Board and Volunteers
President and Acting Executive Director - Andrée Hurley
Vice President - Don Crook
Secretary - Adam Brandt
Treasurer - Phil Philbin
Karen Scharer
Mike Acker
Tomas Tabisola
Daniel Strauss
Darrell Kirk
 
Committees/Categories
Technology Chair - Mike Acker (Adam Brandt, Harry Oesterreicher)
Membership Chair - Karen Scharer
Trails Chair – Don Crook (Michael Silence)
Development (Fundraising) - Andrée Hurley
Fundraising and Events – Darrell Kirk
            Grants – Sean Ardussi, Karen Scharer
Government Relationships – Don Crook, Daniel 
Strauss
Operational Excellence – Daniel Strauss
Club liaison - Tomas Tabisola
Salesforce and SCRUM - Darrell Kirk
Work Party Organizer  – Harry Oesterreicher
Online Trail Map Updates - Adam Brandt, Bill 
Brackin

Membership Manager - Bill Brackin

Washington Water Trails Association		

4649 Sunnyside Ave. N.  Room 305

Seattle, WA 98103-6900

Phone: 206.545.9161
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Board Members Karen Scharer, Membership Chairperson, and Don Crook, Vice President

2018 Financial Report

Harry Oester-
reicher did 
a great job 
organizing and 
attending the 
Blake and Blind 
Island work par-

ties in 2018, and we are excited that he is willing 
to do it again! 

- Central to the summer activity plans are the an-
nual “Visit All Cascadia Marine Trail Sites” pad-
dles and planned Work Parties on Blake, Blind, 
and hopefully Pt. Doughty (and perhaps more 
depending on requests).  

- Other Water Trail paddles on the table are Wil-
lapa Bay Trail, Lewis River Trail, Skykomish/Sno-
qualamie Sky to Sound Trail, Lower Spokane Riv-
er Trail, Tapteal River Trail, and part of the Greater 
Columbia River Trail along the Hanford Works. 

- Paddlers are able to blog their experiences and 
pictures on the WWTA web site. 

Plans for 2019

Washington Water Trails Association
2018
Donations 		  18,968
Memberships 		  13,285
Events (Net) 		  3,276
Total			   35,529

Admin 			   1,903
Rent 			   7,625
Telephone 		  3,371
Insurance 		  2,286
Merchant Fees 		     902
Fundraising 		     547
Program 			   1,503
Total			   18,137
			 
Net			   17,392

Washington Water Trails Association
Comparative Income Statement

		  2018 	 2017
Donations 	 18,968 	 28,128
Auction 			   9,288
Memberships 	 13,285 	 11,961
Events 		  3,276 	 2,946

Total		  35,529 	 52,323

Admin 		  15,185 	 16,104
Payroll 			   50,538
Fundraising 	 1,449 	 2,335
Program 		  1,503 	 1,361

Total		  18,137 	 70,338

Net		  17,392 	 (18,015)

We are very sad to have lost Tom Steinburn 
this year and will always endeavor to keep 
his vision alive.

The first site established by Tom Steinburn 
at Camano Island State Park

We are appreciative to the 
following for their support
over the years: 

Exped

REI
Kayak Academy
Issaquah Paddle Sports at Lake Sammamish
       - the Gateway to the Lakes to Locks Trail
Northwest Outdoor Center
Werner Paddles
SEA-Lect Designs

Clubs
The Mountaineers Recreation Access Committee

North Sound Sea Kayaking Association

Washington Kayak Club

Whatcom Association  of Kayak Enthusiasts

Adam

Darrell

Andrée

Phil

Bill Thomas


